
The First Pathologists’ Assistant Programs

“By the late sixties, Duke University Physician staff started training PAs (Pathology Assistants). Finally in 1971 the Federal 
Government funded three training programs in the U.S. for the Pathologists’ Assistants.  Duke University, Quinnipiac University 
(College at that time) and the University of Alabama in Birmingham. The Federal Government funded the three programs for 5 
years. By 1976 the Federal Government terminated the government monies.

Duke University took over their Baccalaureate training program until the mid 1980’s. Quinnipiac University took over their Master’s 
Degree program M.H.S. (Master of Health Science) and is still in full operation with 25 students per class with over 600 graduates 
as of May 2019. The University of Alabama closed their program down before the Federal Government funds had run out (1974). 


In September 1971, four students started at Quinnipiac College. The first year was mainly academics.  They had three semesters 
the first year. Their anatomy class was only “cats” (no humans) that year.  Their second year was autopsies at the VA Medical 
Center, mainly male cadavers.  Then the students trained at Yale University utilizing deceased female and children cadavers. The 
second class of the first year students trained with Anatomic Pathology cadavers for their human training and this has gone on 
since the beginning (to date, 47 plus years)!”


From “The Pathologist’s Assistant Training Program at West Haven,” 

R Yesner MD and R Enriquez MD

College of American Pathologists, October, 1973

"UAB/VA had its first class, two students in a one-year certificate program. The 
students were Larry Renner and Aubrey Dale. Larry stayed on to become the 
program director/administrator. Aubrey was there initially but moved to Maine 
to accept a different job. My class was the first of three to start the two-year 
program – everyone received a BS degree. Everyone but me had to make up 
enough other course work to complete requirements for the degree. I already 
had a BS, so credits were accepted from my previous education. Five of the 10 
students in my class had a military background. I am a Navy Corpsman, John 
Mullins and Lee Weisz were Army medics (Lee served in Nam – Bronze Star), 
Dave Driscoll is a former Marine (Navy Cross from Nam), and Billy May was 
Army reserve. I do not know if Billy had military training, but he did have some 
radiology and respiratory therapy background. There were two classes after 
mine (graduated in ’73). The program closed after the class of ’75 graduated." John Mitchell


 UAB class of '73

There are now more than a dozen NAACLS accredited programs in the United 
States and Canada. University of Toronto (not pictured above) started accepting 
students in 2020 and is in Serious Applicant status.


Leo Kelly, 6/27/19

The primary objective of the student 
committee is to provide pathologists’ 
assistant students and future AAPA 
fellows with leadership and professional 
opportunities and to enhance their 
professional interests, especially in 
regard to the acquisition and experience 
of pathology knowledge, while engaging 
in activities to support the AAPA.

Scan here for the AAPA 
Student Committee 
Facebook page

The AAPA offers multiple opportunities for students to attend the Annual Conference. 

• Two students are chosen by each program as official AAPA Student Delegates.  Delegates must write a publication-

worthy manuscript and creat a poster to be presented at the conference.

• Those not chosen as delegates are invited to enter the Student Non-Delegate Conference Travel Grant competition for a 

chance to attend the conference.  The best publication-worthy manuscript wins!

• All students are welcome and encouraged to attend the conference at a discounted registration rate.

The Preceptor Program is a new education initiative aimed at one 
of the main roles of Pathologists’ Assistants – teaching.  It covers 
topics from providing meaningful feedback to teaching grossing 
using different learning styles to preventing educator burnout.  
Each lesson will be based upon the latest scientific, 
psychological, and educational research and will feature 
examples directly applicable to teaching in a gross lab. Scan the 
code for a link to volunteer for the Preceptor Program, or for 
other volunteer opportunities.


